
TALKBOOK 

Strategic Workshop  4 – Shire of Irwin Community Roundtable –  
To provide a clear line of communication for upcoming AWE Projects (especially Waitsia Project) in the Mid West 

between local community members, Traditional Owners, landowners, local business, government, local not-for-

profit groups and AWE, as well as each other.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshop 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wise use - The information in this Talkbook is intended to reflect the key points discussed at the workshop and 

should be taken in this spirit. 
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Participants  



Apologies 

• Andrew Whitmarsh (Community) 

• Bob Gertig (Community) 

• Brad Kupsch (Community) 

• Bill Lewis (Traditional Owner) 

• Chris Collier (Community) 

• Darren Simmons (Shire of Irwin) 

• Gavin Treasure (Mid West Development 

Commission) 

• Geoff Peddie (Shire of Irwin) 

• Glen Whistler-Carr (MWCCI) 

• Ian Smith (Community/Jaycam Industries) 

• Ian West (Shire of Irwin) 

• Jenny Devereux (Community/MidWest Labour 

Pool) 

• John Fitzhardinge (Community) 

• Julie Burr (Community) 

• Lance Perry (Mingenew Irwin Group) 

• Mark Watson (Community) 

• Peter Nunn (Community) 

• Richard McLellan (NACC) 

• Ron and Sue Saulsman (Community/Dongara 

Tourist Park) 

• Sally O’Brien (Community) 

• Sandie Craig (Dongara Concrete) 

 

 

Participants  

Attendees 

• Alison Hortle (CSIRO) 

• Anne Finlay (Mid West Development Commission) 

Bev Clarke (Community/Old Mill Motel) 

• Bianca Moiler (CSIRO) 

• Catrina Scatena (Community) 

• Darryl Abbott (Dept of Water)  

• David Guise (AWE) 

• Diana Lundberg (Community) 

• Dianne Horne (Community) 

• Erin Greaves (Shire of Irwin) 

• Jane Aberdeen (AWE) 

• Jason Medd (Dept of Mines and Petroleum) 

• Kris Barnes (Facilitator) 

• Mark Canny (Dept of Water) 

• Mark Gabrielson (Dept of Mines and Petroleum) 

• Mike Smith (Shire of Irwin) 

• Rod Copeland (Community) 
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Participants were asked what outcomes they would like from the workshop. These outcomes included: 

• We get more awareness about what’s going on in the industry – now and into the future 

• We understand what locals are saying about the industry and their concerns – knowledge sharing 

• We have some discussion on land access agreements 

• Provide info on role of CSIRO relating to this industry 

• Feedback information into Shire of Irwin 

• We seek clarification on timing of these workshops and review note taking options. 
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Scene Setting 

Kris Barnes set the scene for the day outlining ground rules for the workshop as well as the agenda.  

 

Ground rules included: 

• We are here to listen and try to understand different perspectives  

• Speak from your own experience instead of generalising  

• 1 person talking at a time 

• Phones  

• Terminology: let’s avoid jargon and acronyms 

• Sandpits 

• Outputs 

• Participation in this workshop is completely voluntary. Please feel free to withdraw from it at any time without 

prejudice. Your attendance at the workshop indicates that you consent to participation and abide by these 

rules. 

 

Agenda 

Kris advised that the guest speaker on land user agreements was unavailable for the workshop. The community 

decided to focus the workshop on the following items: 

• AWE update 

• Land user agreements (Partial) – update from DMP on new working group 

• Housekeeping 

• DoW – Water for food program and general commentary on water 
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AWE: Project Update 1 of 3: Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Project  



AWE: Project Update 1 of 3: Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Project  
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David Guise provided an update on AWE decommissioning and rehabilitation projects. 

 

Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Project 

• Overview 

• Project began in late 2014 

• Involves decommissioning and rehabilitating wells and facilities no longer in use throughout AWE’s permit 

areas in the Mid West  

• Onshore development activity has been in the region since the 1960s and the wells now being 

decommissioned were mainly installed by AWE’s predecessors.   

• 10 well sites already completed and approximately 60 unused wells remain  

• Project will take another 5-7 years 

• Next sites 

• Progressively working through Mt Horner Oil Field wells and facility (e.g. five wells nearly finished this year, 

facility is planned for FY17/18) and several wells in the Dongara/Hovea fields 

• One of the Dongara wells is near the Irwin River so people may see the workover rig there during 

decommissioning planned to start in March 

• Procurement - AWE will continue to use as much local business services as possible during the project 
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Questions 

• Will local services be used? 

Ans: AWE will continue using as many local business services as possible in the project, although decommissioning 

the actual well requires specialist services. The procurement process includes local service providers for general 

activities required during site rehabilitation like earthworks. AWE is using similar procurement approach to the Stage 

1A process. 

• What is the cost? 

Ans: This year project costs will be about $7 million. 

• What does rehabilitation involve? 

Ans: Decommissioning involves installing plugs within the well to isolate it from any aquifers, then cutting the 

wellhead below ground and backfilling to restore the soil profile. Rehabilitation then depends on the landowner’s 

preference for final land use and what area is to be rehabilitated. Usually the land is returned for broad acre cropping 

or pasture. Need to also be mindful of weeds and soil hygiene especially if working in a conservation area. 

(Consultant’s note: This issue might be worth exploring in a separate workshop agenda item). 

• What if landowner wants full rehabilitation? 

Ans: Our agreements with landowners require us to restore the land to its previous land use and in negotiation with 

the landowner.  Specific details are negotiated with each landowner as some prefer keeping infrastructure such as 

gravel roads and fences as they are seen as improvements.  For example, the Drover-1 well took six months to 

complete decommissioning and rehabilitation.  

Who is responsible for clean-up at Jingemia and compliance (referring to whistleblower case)? 

Ans: Origin Energy is the operator of this site and therefore responsible for managing the site activities in accordance 

with the regulatory requirements. Origin is also responsible for rehabilitation once the site is no longer being used. 

AWE is a Joint Venture partner in the site. 

Action: Rod to send list of questions to Jane Aberdeen for passing onto Origin. Origin to be asked if they would 

present at a future workshop. 

 

 

 

 



AWE: Project Update 3 of 3: Waitsia Gas Project   

This document is designed to be printed or photocopied as a  
double-sided document 

Shire of Irwin Community Roundtable 4  – 16/2/2017     Page 12 



AWE: Project Update 3 of 3: Waitsia Gas Project   

This document is designed to be printed or photocopied as a  
double-sided document 

Shire of Irwin Community Roundtable 4  – 16/2/2017     Page 13 

Jane Aberdeen provided an overall update of AWE development projects: 

 

Waitsia Gas Project  - Next steps 

• Waitsia Gas Project Stage 2 – planning is underway and progressing since our last workshop 

• Gas production 

• A new gas production facility is in early stages of planning. Jane identified a tentative  location 

• The new facility will provide up to 100 TJ of gas a day when it is operating. For comparison, the existing 

Dongara Production Facility provides about 10 TJ of gas a day 

• Following further internal approvals, construction will commence in 2018 with gas being produced for 

domestic consumption in 2020 

• Exploration/appraisal  

• Two appraisal wells planned during April-June 2017 

• Waitsia-3 – will be on private land near the Yardanogo Nature Reserve. and on the same block as the 

previously drilled Mondarra-2 well. 

• Waitsia-4 will be on private, cleared agricultural land east of the Xyris Production Facility 

• Required approvals are nearing completion 

• Results will supplement Stage 1A results and help Waitsia Gas Project field development planning 

• Stage 2 production will be from free flowing gas (i.e. does not involve hydraulic fracture (fracking) 

stimulation) 

Questions 

Is the mineral sands company going to mine? 

Ans: AWE: Tronox has environmental approvals to proceed with the minerals sands mine although they said they 

have no immediate plans to do so.  This reflects the low global demand for mineral sands and low market prices. 

What percentage is conventional vs unconventional? 

Ans: Stage 2 gas is free flowing (conventional). Future appraisal well results may show tight sands present. 

Statement: Noted different types of fracking techniques and that wells on Barrow Island used an old technique not 

the latest high volume, high pressure ‘slickwater’ type. Not comfortable with new types of fracking technology. 
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Jason Medd (DMP) provided a short overview of the land access working group. Key points included: 

• A Land Access Working Group has been established to review the statutory framework for land access by the 

resources industry 

• The move is a direct response to recommendations from the Standing Committee on Environment and Public 

Affairs report on ‘Implications for Western Australia of Hydraulic Fracturing for Unconventional Gas’. 

• The Land Access Working Group comprises representatives from industry and farmer bodies, local government 

(WALGA), NGO’s and various State Government agencies  

• The working group is chaired by DMP’s Director General 

• Community consultation will occur in the mid west of Western Australia in the coming months 

• The first stage of the group is looking at access to free hold land for petroleum activities 

• The group will provide a report and recommendations no later than 30 June 2018 for consideration by the State 

Government in relation to resources land access issues. 
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Darryl Abbott (DoW) provided a short overview of the water for food program. Key points included: 

• the government has a policy position supporting multiple land use, including petroleum activities and irrigated 

agriculture, to make the best use of land and water resources 

• Water for Food is delivering projects with the aim of significantly increasing irrigated agriculture across the State 

• Water for food is also about providing updated information to existing landowners to assist them make investment 

decisions underpinning a move into, or expanding, irrigated agriculture 

• Darryl discussed the Midlands groundwater and land assessment project. This project is investigating 

groundwater availability, land capability and crop suitability in the Midlands area between Gingin and Dongara 

• DoW have previously provided information booklets to the community to help with transferring information about 

the Water for Food Program. Further information can be sourced on the DoW website. 

 

*Note:  AWE clarified after that meeting that it has assisted sponsoring the Water for Food program by providing 

access to drill shallow groundwater monitoring bores on its property, Irwin Park Farm. 
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The community worked through a number of housekeeping items relating to the Community Roundtable including: 

Questions and Actions Tracking Table 

The community requested at the 7th December workshop for all questions to be collated in one central location so that progress 

can be tracked. Kris presented to the group a document which summarised progress against questions that have previously 

been raised by the community. The group generally liked the way the document was set out but wanted further time to assess 

the content. Action: Kris to circulate Q&A Tracking document with workshop notes. 

Next workshop priorities 

The group also determined that the next priority questions for the workshop should be: 

• Question 3: How do land access agreements work in practice? (raised 26/10/2016) 

• Question 5: What monitoring is in place - Baseline, Air and Water, CSIRO Project? (raised 26/10/2016) 

• CSIRIO: Offered to speak about the work that they have been doing in Mid West relating to the oil and gas industry 

Best Day and Time to hold Workshop 

The group discussed the most suitable day and time for holding the Community Roundtable workshops. It was generally agreed 

that the workshops should occur on a Wednesday. For the next workshop, it was decided to trial a Wednesday in the 6pm-8pm 

timeslot. Action: Kris to also seek input from other participants about the most suitable day and time to conduct workshops. The 

community can then make a final decision about the most suitable day and time for subsequent workshops. 

Steering Group 

Kris suggested that a small steering group be established from members of the community to help him with decisions in terms of 

scheduling, preparing for, and notifying people about Community Roundtable workshops. The community asked that this group 

be kept small with one representative from AWE, Shire of Irwin, community and business. Action: Kris to seek expression of 

interest from workshop participants to fill these four roles. Kris will then discuss nominees at the next workshop. 

Minutes 

There was request for the Community Roundtable workshops to generate more detailed minutes and/or electronically recorded 

meetings. This was generally not favoured by the majority of the participants because the spirit of the workshop is based on 

conversation and trust. Some participants felt that they could not be as open if everything that they were saying was being 

recorded. 

Independently Facilitated 

The group would like to continue to have the workshops independently facilitated. 

Community Roundtable:Housekeeping  
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Actions Who When 

Facilitator to write-up notes from Workshop 4 and send to participants and those 

people that were not able to attend. Facilitator to also send out Q&A Tracking 

Document for comment from the community. 

Kris 

Barnes 

11 March 

2017 

Return comments to Facilitator for Talkbook and Q&A Tracking document. Attendees 31 March 

2017 

Confirm next workshop date. Participants at Workshop 4 agreed to trail holding the 

workshops on a Wednesday between the timeslot of 6pm and 8pm. 

Kris 

Barnes 

Complete 

Seek feedback from participants who were not able to attend Workshop 4 about the 

best day and timeslot to hold the workshops. However, this feedback would not change 

the day or timeslot of the next workshop (Workshop 5). 

Kris 

Barnes 

11 March 

2017 

Continue existing promotion of Community Roundtable events.  All participants are 

encouraged to assist with this task although AWE will continue general promotion. 

Jane 

Aberdeen  

March 31 

2017 

Questions relating to the Origin operated facility, Jingemia, to be sent to Jane 

Aberdeen. Jane will forward these questions onto Origin for answering. Origin to be 

asked if they would participate in a future workshop or provide written answers.  

Rod 

Copeland 

11 March 

2017 

Steering Group nominations: Kris to seek expression of interest from workshop 

participants to fill steering group roles. 

Kris 

Barnes 

11 March 

2017 

Meeting room to be booked for next workshop. Jenny 

Devereux 

 

March 31 

2017 
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